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Ambrose 

In its early years, Chowan County became the home of David Ambrose and his family. He 
received a land patent of 175 A. for headrights in 1715, but the name of the NC precinct was not 
given. Headrights were portions of land granted for each person being brought to new settlements 
and given to the person responsible for bringing them. Usually they were for family members or 
servants for whom the landowner would be responsible .We believe the family was in Chowan by that 
date. Our research has not revealed any earlier dates for the family's origin. 

Chowan County records show his property located at Rockahock or Rockahock Creek. The 
current name is Rocky Hock. David Ambrose is mentioned in legal proceedings in the Colonial Records 
of North Carolina and frequently in the Records of St. Paul's Parish/Chowan County. 

Early Chowan County Records show birth records of his sons, Will 1723, Jesse 1729, Israel 
1733 and David 1734. David Ambrose's will was probated August I, 1745, naming his wife Susannah, 
and sons: David, Jesse, Israel, and William; and his daughters: Mary, Susannah and Mourning. 

In 1753, Jesse Ambrose petitioned for division of the estate of David Ambrose, his father, 
showing the same names as the will and the inventory of "all property of David Ambrose". Jesse was 
24 years old. 

Shadrack Bunch gave a deed to Jesse for land known as Paget's Neck, containing one hundred 
acres down Rockahock Creek and registered September 1757. This property appears to be the same 
land sold by Jesse Ambrose and his wife, Hannah, in 1760 to Nathanial Mathias. Hannah signed the 
document, therefore she would have had an interest in the land. Perhaps she was related to 
Shadrack Bunch (no proof). In 1761, Nathaniel Mathias also purchased 300 acres along the west side 
of Rockahock Creek "known as the David Ambrose Plantation" from David Ambrose and his wife, 
Abigail. 

At present, no document has been located to verify that this is the same Ambrose family that 
appeared in Tyrrell County in 1762. However, circumstances and family names suggest that it was 
David's son Jesse Ambrose who purchased 100 A. from Josiah Phelps in 1762 on the south side of 
the Scuppernong river in the part of Tyrrell County that would become Washington County in 1799. 
The description indicates the land is today known as the Ambrose Road community. Some other 
Ambrose dates and possible connections include: 

1770 deed from Nathan Bateman to James Ambrose for 25 A., Tyrrell County 

1780 marriage of Jesse Ambrose to Sarah Crank, Tyrrell County 

1783 Mary Ambrose married Steven Bateman, Tyrrell County 

1784 Shimea Ambrose listed as Tyrrell County taxpayer 

1784 Jesse Ambrose listed as Tyrrell County taxpayer 

1784 James Ambrose listed as Tyrrell County taxpayer 

1784 James Ambrose married Ruth Hare, Tyrrell County 
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1784/87 census lists James Ambrose, Marked Popular Swamp to Scuppernong River. Shemi 
Ambrose and James Ambrose, Sen'r were listed in same census 

1787 Shimi Ambrose married Mary Ann Alexander, Tyrrell County 

1789 Shimee Ambrose married Jamima Davenport, Tyrrell County 

1790 census lists James Ambrus, Mecajah Ambrus, Jesse Ambrus, Shimee Ambrus, Tyrrell 
County 

1790 Micajah Ambrose married Elizabeth Phelps, Tyrrell County 


We do not know anything more about Jesse Ambrose's wife, Hannah. IF we are on the right 
track, they moved to Tyrrell County about 1762 to the land he purchased from Josiah Phelps and 
became the progenitors of the Washington County Ambrose families. Presuming this is correct, the 
1762 to 1790 Tyrrell County Ambroses: James, Shimee, David, Mary and Micajah were likely 
children of Jesse and Hannah. 

Jesse Ambrose married Sarah Crank in 1780. We have found no record naming children of their 
marriage except Isaac, who was born February 9, 1794. Jesse sold his property in 1791: 50 acres to 
his son, James Ambrose, Jr., and 50 acres which appear to be his home tract, to Micajah Ambrose. 
Jesse died June 2, 1798. In the Tyrrell County Court records, June 1799, Sarah Ambrose applied 
for dower rights. Micajah and James Ambrose replied that she had no rights, that Jesse had sold 
his property before he died and Sarah had "squandered and left". We have found no subsequent 
record of Sarah. Isaac would have been five years old in 1799, the same year Washington County 
was formed from Tyrrell. 

Micajah and James Ambrose appear constantly in the minutes of the Primitive Baptist Church at 
Concord from its founding in 1810 until their deaths. Those records indicate they were much 
honored and respected during Concord's early years for their spiritual leadership and preaching. 

The old church is still in existence in name only. In the late 1900's, the last member, ironically an 
Ambrose, died, and the church property was transferred to the Concord Primitive Baptist Church 
Preservation Society. Annual meetings are held with speakers and "dinner on the grounds", but they 
do not resemble the spiritual gatherings of bygone days. Concord's influence prevailed for almost 
two centuries in the lives of Ambroses and the other families of the Up River community "at the 
head of the Scuppernong River" and those of the Ambrose Road and Newland communities. 

It was just after a service at the Concord Church in 1861, that Ellsberry Ambrose proclaimed 
his loyalty toward the Union and emphatically declared he would fly its colors since it was still a free 
country and he could do as he pleased. He was arrested, but he was sufficiently influential, and his 
friends came to his rescue. He narrowly escaped being tried for treason, and the case was 
eventually dismissed. In Wayne K. Durr ill's book, A War of Another Kind, there is evidence that he 
was politically involved in the Civil War in Washington County, although he did not leave home as far 
as we know. 

The Civil War period was surely a disastrous and confusing time in Ellsberry's life. His son Isaac 
B. is listed as a private in the Confederate Troops. Two other sons, James (Union Cavalry) and 
Joseph, were killed in the bitter conflict. David B. Ambrose is listed with Isaac B. as a private in the 
Confederate Troops, Seventeenth Regiment NC Troops, Company G. 

Ellsberry (1817-1892) was the son of Isaac Ambrose and Mary (surname unknown) and the 
grandson of Jesse and Sarah Ambrose. Isaac received a bounty land grant in Illinois from the 
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United States government for serving in the War of 1812. He died in 1831, and the land was sold in 
1855. The deed names his three children: Ellsberry, Priscilla and Susan. Priscilla married Malachi 
Haire, and Susan married Ashby Haire, the youngest son of Malachi and his first wife Zilpha 
Ambrose. Zilpha was the daughter of Micajah and Elizabeth Phelps Ambrose. (Micajah was likely the 
son of Jesse and Hannah Ambrose.) 

Ellsberry married Priscilla Arnold (or Phelps) before 1840; and later married a Mary Leary 
and/or Mary Blount. Their children were: Isaac B., Henry Phelps, James (killed in Civil War-Union 
Cavalry), Joseph (also killed in Civil War), Nancy Ann, Thomas W., Rubin C., Emma Victoria, Ellsberry, 
Richard D., Mary E. and Sallie F. 

Isaac B. (1840-1922) lived and died in the Washington County neighborhood that today is Mount 
Tabor, sometimes called Backwoods. His children were: James Aron, Malsey P., Mary E., Hester 
Frances, Ann Elizabeth, Ellsberry, Grizell, Laura, Isaac Franklin, Joseph Jordan and Martha Susan. 

At least two sons of Isaac B., Isaac Franklin and Joseph Jordan, remained in the Mount Tabor 
community. Isaac Franklin's children were: Howard L., Henry Ellsberry, Verdia, Adelia, Ethel and 
Lina. Joseph Jordan's were: Laura, L A, Annelizer, Mary, Elizabeth, Beedie, Ferrell, Delton, Leo and 
Dorothy. 

Ellsberry's children have settled throughout the United States. Some of their descendants still 
live in the old Up River neighborhood "at the head of the Scuppernong river", Newlands and Ambrose 
Road where the first Ambroses settled in Tyrrell/Washington County. These live about forty miles 
from Rockahock Creek in Chowan County where David and Susannah Ambrose lived and raised their 
children almost three centuries ago. 

Leedy Ambrose, a current researching descendant, gives us information of the James Ambrose 
branch of Jesse and Hannah Ambrose: 

"James Ambrose is named as ’son of Jesse' in a land transaction between James Ambrose and 
Levi Ambrose, dated 14 January 1812. 

"Tyrrell County marriage records list a marriage between James Ambrose and Ruth Hare on 5 
January 1784, and a marriage between James Ambrose and Zilpha Ansly in the 1790's (assumed to 
be the same James Ambrose). 

"Levi Ambrose was born about 1790 in Tyrrell County, NC. Siblings of Levi Ambrose have not 

yet been identified. Levi Ambrose was married to Mary "Polly" Spruill.... Names of some of their 
children from the 1850 census records: Brittian, Henry, Levi W., Woodson, Wilson, Arena.... Levi 
and Mary may have had other children that have not yet been identified." 

It is from the Woodson S. Ambrose line that Leedy (son of Cleveland and Ida Phelps Ambrose) 
descends. He says, "It has been told by many of the descendants that Woodson fathered 22 

children by his two wives, however, at the present time only 12 children have been identified." 

Children of Woodson Ambrose are: Brittian/Levi B., Nancy Winneford (Brittian and Nancy were 
twins), Priscilla/ Prudence, Mary, Alexander Woodson, Levi W., James W., Ann M., Bettie (married 
Ashby Furlough), Henry Fulton, Cleveland Rico (married Ida Phelps), Mary Eliza, Richard Carmel 
(married Alma Phelps). 

With the fast-growing popularity of genealogy as a hobby, previously unknown and forgotten 
facts are surfacing in our time. Thousands of descendants of the Ambroses are appearing, and 
genealogy charts are multiplying every day. Frequently, we can add new ancestors to our records. 
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Court records, birth and death records, family Bible records, deeds, wills, military records and 
any other little scraps of evidence give these people new importance to our generation. It is 
necessary to carefully examine and verify names and facts before entering them in our own records. 
Same names do not always indicate the same person. When we do find new evidence, it is exciting 
and fascinating to put together the pieces of our ancestry. 

Getting to know them individually is worth all the effort it 
takes to find them, no matter what or who they were. 

History cannot be changed. Whatever their lives 
amounted to, they shaped the world we live in and who we 
are today. 

-By Virginia C. Haire Most of these facts have been 

well researched except where stated. They are written 
here to tell only a part of the story of one local 
Washington County family. If readers care to verify or 
expand the information, we will share and appreciate 
questions and additions to genealogical and historical 
records. I wrote this article on Ambrose for Loretta 
Phelps' book "Along the Scuppernong Trail" published 2003. 
vh 

Tribute to John Lee Boone 

On January 10, 2010 my cousin, John Lee Boone passed 
away in Plymouth, North Carolina. He was 87 years old and 
just one month shy of his 88th birthday. John Lee was 
born in Plymouth on February 9th, 1922 to Charles Lee 
Boone & Lovie Ann McNair, both also of Plymouth. His 
parents passed away when he was young and he was raised 
by his aunt Mrs. Annie Mariah McNair Moore. After his 
18th birthday, John got a job at Weyerhauser Pulp Mill and 
worked there until his retirement in 1984. 

Though I never had a chance to meet my cousin John 
Lee, he holds a special place in my quest to learn more 
about my McNair Family roots as he was one of the 5 
original founders of the annual McNair Family Reunion. The 
reunion was held this past May for the 39th year and John 
Lee was the last of the original 5 founders still alive. The 
reunion brings together descendants of Rufus Tannahill 
McNair & Mariah Wimberly, former slaves of Edgecombe 
& Washington counties; Rufus & Mariah were his great- 
grandparents and my 3rd great-grandparents. The McNair 
Family will miss him tremendously but may he rest in peace 
alongside our ancestors. Taneya Koonce 

(Corrected Copy) 


John Boone 

Plymouth resident John Lee 
Boone, 87, died Sunday, Jan¬ 
uary 10, 2010, at Washington 
County Hospital, Plymouth. 

Bom February 9, 1922, he 
was the son of the late Love- 
ann and Charlie Lee Boone. 

He was employed at Wey¬ 
erhauser for 44 years and 
a member of Long Ridge 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
He served on the Plymouth 
Town Council for two years 
and was a charter member 
of the Golden Crown Lodge, 
l.B.P.O.E.W. #253, Plym¬ 
outh. 

He was married to Mable 
Haughton Boone for 64 years. 
She preceded him in death on 
January 1, 2007. 

Survivors include: daugh¬ 
ter, Leslie Sharon Boone and 
a grandson, Isaac Boone. 

He was preceded in death 
by his brother, James Shed- 
rick Boone and son Adrian. 

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, January 14, at 
Long Ridge Missionary Bap¬ 
tist Church with Reverend 
Dr. General M. James offici¬ 
ating. 

Committal services fol¬ 
lowed in the McNair cem¬ 
etery, Plymouth. 

Services have been entrust¬ 
ed to Puckett-Purkett Funeral 
Service, Roper. 
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Old Naming Pattern for Children 

The first son was usually named after the father's father. 

The second son was usually named after the mother's father. 

The third son was usually named after the father. 

The fourth son was usually named after the father's eldest brother. 

The fifth son was usually named after the mother's eldest brother. 

The first daughter was usually named after the mother's mother. 

The second daughter was usually named after the father's mother. 

The third daughter was usually named after the other. 

The fourth daughter was usually named after the mother's eldest sister. 

The fifth daughter was usually named after the father's eldest sister. 

This pattern was not always followed exactly but most would usually keep the pattern for the 
first three children, If there was a name that was found in every generation, (example: John, 
William, Edward, Charles, etc.) then somewhere in their children you will surely find these names, If 
one is stuck on finding parents for an ancestor, try this pattern to give one a suggestion as to a 

name to search for. (Source: Unknown) Copied from: WCGS News 7-8-9 2004 

* * * 

From a letter addressed to Mrs. Virginia Clough Haire, President WCGS: Earlier this year I contacted 
Mrs. Phelps. At that time, I told her I wished to become a member of the Society. And promptly mislaid 
the mailing address in Plymouth. 

Recently I located the information again, and noted that the membership cost is fifteen dollars 
per year, so I am sending a check for thirty dollars, for the years 2009 and 2010. I am not certain 
who is treasurer at present, but I would like the street address of the organization, information on 
meetings ( I believe now is quarterly, but may have changed. I think the first meeting next year is 
scheduled for January, and I would like to attend then. But I am not familiar with the area, and would 
like the address, date and time. ) 

As you know, I am a member of the Tyrrell County Society, which was my birthplace. - But my 
research covers the entire area. People named Tarkenton, Tarkington and other spellings live in all 
areas of northeast North Carolina and southeast Virginia, so I would like to know the names and 
addresses of members named Tarkenton, Tarkinton or Tarkington if such information is available. I 
still have one ancestor I am trying to find. 

His name was Joseph, and my records show he had to be one of two men. Marriage bonds show a 
man named Joseph Tarkington was married in 1780. In the record at Tyrrell County his wife is listed 
as unknown. In Hathaway's register she was named Cenia Tarte. I do not know how her name is listed 
at the Archives at Raleigh. So we have at least two names. 

The second man named Joseph was the son of one of the brothers of John Tarkington senior who 
was born in 1722. The source for this man appears to be Thalia Tarkington Jones, who wrote a book 
about the family. The name of her book is " Legends and Truths of the Tarkington family". I do not 
know where she got this information, but it seems to show this man was the son of Joshua Tarkington 
and a Zelphia Alexander Tarkington. But probate records show a Zilpha Alexander was the daughter 


A Publication of Washington County (NC) Genealogical Society 



6 Vol XXI No. 4_5_6 


Second QuarterApril-May-June 2010 


of Isaac Alexander at his death in 1780. But she was still unmarried in 1794 when her mother, also 
named Zilpha, died. Of course there may have been other women named Zilpha or Zelphia Alexander, 

but I wonder where Thalia got the information to pinpoint this particular Joseph Tarkington as 
the father of Joshua Tarkington. 

In the 1790 census there were four men named Joseph Tarkenton in the Tyrrell County records, 
so it would be hard to even name one of them as the husband ofCenia Tarte, so I have to find the 
ar\s\Nzr elsewhere. 

I have records that show a John Tarkington was the eldest of six brothers and four sisters, the 
children of William and Ann Tarkenton. William died in 1746, and records show his son John was a 
magistrate of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions. John also held the title of Captain, which I 
believe was a honorary title. Your records show about 30 men in the County who were listed as 
Captains. I believe a prominent citizen in a given area or district held this title. I believe John was 
too old to have been a Captain in the Continental Army. 

My records show this John Tarkington , Senr. Deeded property to five of his grandchildren: 
Zebulon Spruill, John Tarkington , Jr., Joshua Tarkington, John Wynn and William Wynn in 1819. In 
that year, the only two men named Joshua in the County were my ancestor Joshua and his son, Joshua 
Jr .. Since the younger man was the son of Joshua, he could not be the grandson of the said Captain 
John. Only his father could be the grandson I am trying to name. 

The only way left would be through one of his daughters marrying a cousin. A son of one of his 
five brothers, he would still have the surname Tarkington. This may have led Thalia Jones and others 
to show the line in that manner. 

But I have still been unable to find a Kesiah or Keziah Tarkington among the children of the said 
Captain John. So I am still searching for answers. Sincerely, William &. Tarkenton, Sr. 3011 Kilbride 
Drive Chesapeake, Va 23325 

Once Removed, Twice Removed??? 

Taking the Confusion Out of Removing 

The term "removed" is a cause for confusion when determining relationships. What it really 
means is that two people are from different generations. For example, you and your first cousin are 
in the same generation. The term “removed" would not apply to your relationship. 

The term "once removed" means that there is a difference of one generation between related 
family members. Your mother's first cousin is your first cousin "once removed." This difference in 
relationship is the fact that you are one generation removed from that cousin. 

Think of it this way. The generation starts with your maternal grandparents. Your mother and 
her cousin are one generation younger than their parents (your grandparents). You are one generation 
younger than your parents and two generations younger than your grandparents (your mother's 
parents). This one generation difference means you are one (once) generation (removed). Add 
another generation to this and you have "twice removed." Thinking back to the grandparents, you are 
two generations removed from their cousins. Your grandmother's first cousin is your first cousin 
"twice removed". 
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Washington County (NC)Genealogical Society 

Membership Application and Order Form 


Name: _ 

Address: _ 

City, St, Zip: _ 

E-Mail: _ 

Researching: _ 

Mmn^eKhip^_Farm_ly_($J 8)_Individ_uaJ_$J_5_E 

Order Form: Census: 


1800-1810-1820 Census $ 10.00 

_ 1830 Census $ 10.00 

_ 1840 Census $ 10.00 

_ 1850 Census $ 10.00 

_ 1860 Census $ 10.00 

_ 1880 Census $ 10.00 

Washington County, NC Cemeteries: 

_ Volume I - Plymouth Township $ 17.00 

Volume II - Lees Mill Township $ 17.00 

_ Volume III - Scuppernong Township $ 17.00 

Volume IV - Skinnersville Township $ 17.00 

Washington County, NC Marriages: 

_ Volume I $ 10.00 

Washington County, NC: a Tapestry $ 

Concord Minutes 1810-1978 $ 

Add $3 s/h 1 st item, $.50 each additional 

Total Enclosed: 


§OrOO 40.00 
20.00 


$ 


Make check/money order payable to WCGS and mail to: WCGS, Attn: Treasurer; Box 567; 

Plymouth NC 27962-0567; Washington County Genealogical Society meets 3 rd Wednesday. 1 st 
month of each quarter (Jan, Apr, July, Oct) at 703 NC Hwy 32 South, Plymouth NC 27962 at 2:30 
pm except when conflict with holiday - members notified by newsletter, web site and area 
newspapers. Newsletters published quarterly. Queries welcomed. Call 252-797-4793 for info. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
Post Office Box 567 - Plymouth NC 27962-0567 
Off icers: 

President - Virginia Clough Haire* Treasurer - Brian Keith Phelps** 

Vice-President - Harrison W. Phelps WCGS-News Editor - Shirleyan Beacham Phelps 

Secretary - Loretta Haire Phelps 

WCGS meets quarterly on the Third Wednesday of the first month of the quarterly at 2 p.m. We 
hope this encourages folks to come to Plymouth to do on-site research in the Washington County 
Courthouse and Library. We need new members in the local area. One possibility being considered is 
an annual rather than quarterly meetings. Please submit your opinions and/or suggestions to the 
officers listed above. We all recognize the role the internet plays now but we also know getting 
together with other researchers provides resources sometimes not found online. 
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43rd REYNOLDS FAMILY REUNION 

10:00 AM on Sunday May 16th, 2010 Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church in Tyrrell County NC 
This is a reunion of the descendants of William Reynolds Jr. and his sister Matilda Jane Reynolds 
Spencer, both originally from Chelsea, England. William Reynolds Jr. lived in Tyrrell County and 
became a Primitive Baptist Preacher, while Matilda Jane Reynolds Spencer lived near Roper in 
Washington County and ran a local store. Also, everyone is encouraged to bring any items of family 
interest that they have (such as old pictures, family bibles, diaries or handiwork) to the reunion 
for "show and tell". 

THIS YEAR'S PROGRAM: 

Guest speaker Cathy Phelps Roberts speaking on "DNA and the Reynolds Family Tree". She will tell 
us about how modern DNA testing can play an important role in proving genealogical links among 
family lines, and how our Reynolds family can join in. Cathy is co-administrator for the Phelps YDNA 
Surname Pro ject , and coordinator for the project for northeastern North Carolina. She as deep 
family roots in Tyrrell and Washington counties - Brickhouse, Craddock, Davis, Hopkins, Leitchfield 
and Phelps, with many other names in collateral lines - Alexander, Armstrong, Bateman, Reynolds 
and Swain. 


AGENDA: 

10:00 - 10:30 AM Registration and Fellowship 
10:30 - 12:00 Business Meeting and Program 

• Welcome and Invocation 

• Announcements 

• Kids Corner 

• Minutes and Treasurer Report 

• Memorial Service 

• Program: DNA and the Reynolds Family Tree 

• Election of Officers 


• Old Business / New Business 

• Family Lines Count 

• Recognitions and Show & Tell 

• Closing 

12:00 - ??? Picnic Lunch 

1:30 PM Bethlehem PBC Preservation 

Society Annual Meeting 


The picnic is pot luck luncheon - the reunion provides barbecue and plates / utensils / cups / ice. 
Everyone should bring their drinks and a dish to share. Reminder that out-of-town family members 
are not obligated to bring a lunch - you are invited to be guests of the local members. 
DIRECTIONS TO BETHLEHEM PB CHURCH: Take US Highway 64 to Columbia NC. At traffic light 
head south onto NC Route 94 for about 2 miles, and take right onto Newlands Rd. The church is 1/8 mile 
west, park in the yard. ANNUAL PREACHING SERVICE AT BETHLEHEM PBC: The annual Primitive 
Baptist preaching service will be held at Bethlehem PBC on the 2nd Sunday, June 13th, 2010 at 
10:30 a.m., led by Elder Johnny Ray Gardner. QUESTIONS? Contact: Mark Bateman, President 

.(860)464-1715 Jimmy Fleming, Vice President .(252)796-2361 Gail Reynolds, Treasurer 

. (252)796-9471 
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Family Tree 

I CLIMBED MY FAMILY TREE AND FOUND 
it WASN'T WORTH THE CLIMB; 

and SO I SCRAMBLED DOWN CONVINCED 
it WAS A WASTE OF TIME. 

some BRANCHES OF MY TREE- I FOUND 
were ROTTEN TO THE CORE; 

and ALL THE TREE WAS FULL OF SAP 
and HUNG WITH NUTS GALORE. 

I USED TO BRAG OF MY KINFOLKS- 
before I MADE THE CLIMB; 

but TRUTH COMPELS ME NOW TO TELL, 
of THOSE NOT WORTH A DIME. 

and I BEG MY FRIENDS WHO BOAST ALOUD 
of THEIR ANCESTORS GREAT; 

to CLIMB THEIR FAMILY TREE AND LEARN 

of THOSE WHO AREN'T SO STRAIGHT. 

I'VE LEARNED WHAT FAMILY TREES ARE LIKE 
that's WHY I SCRAMBLED DOWN; 

they're LIKE A "TATER" VINE BECAUSE 
the BEST ARE UNDER-GROUND. 


Author Unknown 

Copied from Coastal Genealogical Society 
May 1998 Volume 18 Number 11 


A Publication of Washington County (NC) Genealogical Society 



10 Vol XXI No. 4_5_6 


Second QuarterApril-May-June 2010 


(I'm My Own Grandpa, sung by Louis Marshall II Grandpa" Jones) 


Many, many years ago 

When I was twenty three, 

I got married to a widow. 

Pretty as could be. 

This widow had a grown-up daughter 
With flowing hair of red. 

My father fell," love with her, 

And soon the two were wed. 

This made my dad my son-in-law 
And changed my very life. 

Now my daughter was my' mother. 
For she was my father's wife. 

To complicate the matters worse, 
Although it brought me joy. 

I soon became the father 
Of a bouncing baby boy. 

My little baby then became 
A brother-in-law to dad. 

And so became my uncle, 

Though it made me very sad. 


For if he was my' uncle, 

Then that also made him brother 

To the widow's grown-up-daughter 
Who, of course, was my step-mother 

Father's wife then had a son, 

Who kept them on the run. 

And he became my grandson, 

For he was my daughter's son, 

My wife is now my mother's mother 
And it makes me blue. 

Because, although she is my wife. 

She's my grandma too. 

If my wife is my grandmother 
I Then I am her grandchild. 

And every' time I think of it, 

It simply drives me wild. 

For now I have become 

The strangest case you ever saw. 

As the husband of my grandmother, 

I am my own grandpa! 


Editor's Note - Another rerun, a favorite of the late Ed Norman, who always enjoyed this one. 
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Recent Correspondence: 

3/26/2010 From Bill Sellers (Arnold Family) Do you know Vergie DeAntonio who was formally a 
Barber who was raised in the Pea Ridge area? I corresponded with her a few years ago. Do you know if 
she is still living? I recently sent her an e-mail which did not bounce, so it must have been valid. 

Would you happen to have her post office address that you would share with me? Her website has a 
photo of the Arnold family she says was taken in 1895, which is incorrect. A few years ago Loretta 
sent me an 8 X 10 photo circa 1900 of the Arnold family when my mother was one year old. She was 
born May 17, 1899. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold were married in 1895 at Zions Chapel Church where also Mr. 
Arnold preached his first sermon. Be sure and thank Loretta again for me for having the kindness to 
send me the photo out of the goodness of her heart. I sent a copy to my Aunt Mae in Washington and 
to my sister in Virginia. My Aunt Mae, my mother's sister has since passed away. You didn't know 
that the Arnolds raised two daughters did you? Mae was never formally adopted. She was from a 
Furlough family. The Arnolds simply took her in and raised her. She was loved just as much as if she 
was born in the family. Must go for now. Please give my best regards to Harrison and all of your 
family. I do hope they are all doing well. 

And From Terri Mitchell: . . . The web site for Washington and Martin County on US Sen Web has 
been improved. I found a list of directories and extant newspapers for Plymouth. Maybe, this is 
something you might like to share with the newsletter readers. I have called the Washington County 
library seeking old newspapers and city directories only to be told that there are not any at the 
library. I spoke with Rita at the library and she was happy to have this information. 

From Taneya: A gentleman I've been corresponding with this week is in Plymouth this weekend 
and today he took some pictures for me in the Rufus McNair Cemetery on Reno Rd. Rufus McNair was 
my 3rd great-grandfather and I was overjoyed to receive the pictures as practically everyone in that 
cemetery is related to me :-) other news, I am planning a trip to Plymouth for the McNair Family 
Reunion during Memorial Day Weekend! (http://wcgsnc.wordpress.com/) NCGenWeb Website 
Coordinator and CC of Martin, Jones, Onslow, Wake & Washington Counties - http://www.ncgenweb.us/ 
TNGenWeb Blount County Coordinator http://www.tngenweb.org/blount My Genealogy Blog - 
http://www.taneya-kalonji.com/genblog 


WCGS_News News 

This is my final issue as editor of WCGS_News. After years of concentrating on the history of 
Washington County, and due to family health issues, I(we, hubby and I) reached the decision to join 
an area Senior Citizens Group and try to learn to stop and smell the roses. Virginia Haire has agreed 
to edit upcoming issues. It is my hope members will generously share with her information about their 
family trees and their struggles to find elusive ancestors. If I can help search resources stored in 
my computer files, I will be glad to try. 

Happy Hunting! Shirleyan Phelps (shirleyan32@earthlink.net) 
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Can you identify this family? 



Nobles House? Hollis Road, Off NC 32 
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